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Above, a three-dimensional weaving by
Hella Jongerius, who explores textile uses. |
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If you stop by the Gropius Bau, an
exhibition hall in Berlin, on any day
from April 29 to Aug. 15 you will find
Hella Jongerius or her colleagues at
work. Ms. Jongerius, a Dutch industri-
al designer who for more than a dec-
ade has been based in Germany, has
transformed gallery space into an
active meditation on social responsibil-
ity, spirituality and fabric called “Hella
Jongerius: Woven Cosmos.”

Ms. Jongerius moved her studio,
Jongeriuslab, into the Gropius Bau in
November to initiate the projects that
will be displayed in the show in differ-
ent phases of research and completion.
She will demonstrate a particular :
interest in three-dimensional weaving,
which she sees as possessing enor-
mous potential for architecture be-
cause of the flexibility, strength and
lightness of textiles. Imagine, she said,
a folding fabric balcony embedded with
solar cells that “pops out when the sun
shines.”

Visionary ideas are often at the top
of her mind. Stephanie Rosenthal, the
Gropius Bau’s director, recalled that
their first conversation was about "
flying cars. Noting that Ms. Jongerius
has leapfrogged over skeptics by, for
example, embedding silicon chips into
fabric and making it look beautiful, she

said, “Her radical thinking comes from
not giving up.”



